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i I / Take the powder ... in comfort 
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1 

Rakhael Oakes-Ash ploughs the New Zealand 
snowfields for the best places to stay. 

K i w i m e s k i m h a v e l i t t l e o n -  Math- 
mountain--on which ~ h e s l e e a y ~ o f ~ s i t s ~ t h e b a s ~  
m e a n s m - s p o r t s h  stayinthe, o f ~ I b u t t s k i - ~ 8 n h o u r f r o m  
Wski-%fr-fanning* ChW%m% and pla,pshomothe-Ws 

tointernational ine~esorts.SkiiqinNew c h a m p i o n s k i e r s . ~ ~ H e r m a n  
Zealandisas II~!  abolttthetcrwnpqin Mai&andMatioMatEareregulars.Theycome 
asthehillyoudecidetoskiHere'sa& f o r ~ ~ H u t f s ~ ~ c o ~  

a n d q f o r  IanMdRanaqporestw 
Ohakune Ian's alegend i n B A e & v & ~ A g ~  
ThetownofOhakuneserokffstheactive Zealand's only PIS imemabdteehnical 
v a l c a n o M o u n t ~ ~ - B e l d s o f f m  &~orheriiadeitbigoniheworidstage 
andwhkapqaonth~lslandandlras WhenhecoachedtheAu~ddxe 
apopulathnofalitrlenu>rethanlUKX German ski teams. Now he lwvns and runs the 

I t s fameas the"ca t r0 t~dNew Bavatian-s e Forest Lodge. 
Zealandishtmkkdbyagiatptm- swingby whentheAustriansarein 
onthe roadintotcrwn~uotquite for taynand 

L 
tobeshmmhg- - 

asomnl r~but toob igfor  
~hamesstreetisthesaeettobeseen.6t"s 

@thinthebarsoftheTuroaLodge.p~& a-brac stom-come-cafp; is filled with 
PowdedcegandtheProjeaionRoomfusionbar hmmmade~to&MarthaStewaa 
dratyou'llfindMo~~Pad&andLittle ~ . T h e e n d r e ~ ~ t e a m s e t  
Hands. In a small town yoii how ybu've . t @ m i p ! l e ~ e l a s t s e ~ ~ ~ *  
anivdwhenycw'~ghnanidaame. beforetakhgtotheskiesinachoppertoshoot 
l"hmfsarolltineinOhabunethat'seasyto ftreir~ewse8sorfsbrochllreinthernajestic 

-m, 
Tbats the -of Methven, it's 

t l l w m & g ~ & d w i t h '  w 
~leatittrirfieldsinthe-~ 

Esalsohometot.besthelisldterrainb 
~hastoo~.Fdksfmmomundthe 
m ~ ~ t o h a n g w i t h f m e o f t h e w o ~ s  
OriginalMskicomp~s-Canadian 
Mo~Holidirys-mostseniorheliguklea 
M ~ h a S s e t u p a n @ ~  
4qembnwi th~Hel iS l t i ing in*  

kware of Sted MkKx whem the local 
m o u n t a i n s t a f f h a n g o u t f ~ ~ ~  and 
acochilmenuthat~10ashoOtersand 
the famed M e h e n  Maha. N~J one knows 
what's in thls codaail. Thqju9tkntanrthey 
wun't be walking home. 

W b e  to m'  owns - 18 hales of 
andfine~.--rlz. &? 
~ i m e  - perkctcthx groups and fhmikq 
w w w ~ c o . n z . ~ L o ~ - h ~  
h o s p ~ - ~ ~ ~  

Qveenshwn 
- ' E h i s i s t h e @ ~ & A i l ~ s k i  
~ S ~ o n t h e s b o r e s ~ f L a k e W a k a t i p u  
this 15,000-strong resort town has its own 
~ o n a l ~ a n d h c a s m o r e d l a n  
1AmiUionvisitors apar. 
WJth120licensedesdWmemmom 

~ u ~ a n d s ~ u s l y g o o d  b,the 
~ s s i o r i m a n ~ f ~ r ~ ~ E t y o  
~ a ~ t h e C o w i s a p i z z a ~  
and Wai is fine dining quiet achiewr on the 
shaMlith&bestserviceinm 

B n r m t - o u t s k i t h i g h s ~ t o ~  
WineYy ' s&-winn ing~*  
pionierugswitbpidcbootesbepthekids 
anwedondne andarerrtsmumhona 
iim&?mnuE~L. 

b e d s  swear by Joe's Garage, Halo Cafe and 
Y ~ I C  for coffee while Eergburger dmws in the 
2atmemwdlaokit?gforsustenancetosoakup 
thebooze. CE?Z~*S\W tone* 

 stbe be 
25mupthem XmomPeakis Rf3mddesan 
h o u r a n d C a r d r o n a i s ~ t o W I f  
y o u h a v e t h e ~ y o u c a n ~ t o ~ s k i e s w i e h  
Southern Lakes Heli Ski frwn NZ$675 ($55Q) 
h a two-run taster. 
That done, there's still time for a quick 

bungeejumpofftheoriginalKawarm~ 
~ a d i r e a ~ b a c k h o m e ,  
w h e ! r e ! t o & l l l e ~  

Where to stqThe Spire H d y  
wwwxhespirehotelssom. 
T h ? D a i r y p ~ ~ ~ ~  
TheCmwnem;. 
w w w v .  

Wanaka 
Wanatkais thekindofplaa?inwhiehc~le 
exhales. Withammhglakesidesettingindre 
foothiUsoftheAspiringRanges,this~ 
rorad resort town services the ski-fields of 
TreMeCone,CardmhaandSnavW 

Expecthururylodgesonthe~~~es* 
astherV@er~5mKeacb** 
~helipad.m~*shtawnse~srp,.  
rxxldsand o u n n e t c u i s ~ i n P o s t 0 ~ :  
~ a s i d e & f $ e d w * h a h a n d f u l o l ~  
imhld~theswankyMlugaandrestaurant 
of&mQ~$leBotswanaButcherv. 

Ak~ousedoesaroahngW 
Baris known for its unique take 

o n i n d o o ~ ~ ~ g a r d e n ~ c ,  , 
wmhhg-up IicpiiIand h discs of ice. 

Like m o s t ~ s c r w n ~  it's the people that , 

m a k e t h e ~ o e , f m m t h e A u s t d a n  _. 
turned-Kiwi Lei& Stock, the manager of 
Edgewater Resorrwhoskiswithsiliy~onk 
noggin, to Shkm @Racers Edge, a ski retak 
wllogoesbyonlyoaename. 
Wanakzlisfikd~fdkswhocamefora 


