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Snow business ... skiiers and snowboarders in chair lifts take to the slopes at Mount Hutt in Methven, New Zealand. Photo: Getty Images

Take the powder ....in comfort




Rachael Oakes-Ash ploughs the New Zealand
snowfields for the best places to stay.

iwi commercial skiresorts have little on-
moumamaccommedauonwhmh :

asthehﬂlyoudeudetosld.ﬂere’sarundown

Ohakune

The town of Chakune services the active
volcano Mount Ruapehis ski-fields of Turoa
and Whakapapa on the North Istand and has
apopulation of alittle move than 1200.

Its fame as the “carrot capital” of New
Zealand is heralded by a giant fibreglass carrot
onthe road into town not quite big enough for
a souvenir store but too big for a casserole.

Thames Street is the street to be seen. It’s
within the bars of the Turoa Lodge pub,
Powdeﬂceg and the Projection Room fusion bar
ﬁmtyou’]lﬁndMonstex;Moo,Paddyandlmle
Hanids. In a small town you know you've .
arrived wheti you're givefl a nickname.

There’s aroutine in Ohakune that's easy to
slip into. Start with a hearty breakfast at Utopia,
owned by Harry from the Exponents rock band
and his partner Dawn, then up the hill for fresh
turns. Hot tubs and sauna in the Powderhorn
Chateau followed by apres drinks at the Turoa
Lodge, cocktails and pool at Altitude, steak at
the Matterhorn then mix it up with the DJ at
the Projection Room. Sleep and repeat.

Where to ski Mount Ruapehu,
www.mtruapehu.com.

' When to go Celebrate winter with Ohakune’s

street party Mardi Gras on June 28;
www.ohakune-mardigras.co.nz.

Where to stay Ruapehu Golf and Country
Lodge - hosted accommodation with golf pro;
www.ruapehugolflodge.conz. Powderhorn
Chateau - European style in the heart of
Thames Street; wwwpowderhorn.co.nz. Miro
Ridge - hosted budget accommodanon,
www.miroridge.co.nz.
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Methven
ThesleepyviﬂageofMethvens:tsathebase
of Motint Hutt ski-field, an hour from
Chrxstchurch,andp]ayslmsttoﬂlewodd’s
skiers. Austrian Olymipians Herman
MamrandManoMattareregulaxsTheycome
for Mount Hutt’s perfect training conditions
andstayforlanMcLeanatFmestLOdg&
Ian’sa legend in Mettiven. As New
Zealand’s only FIS mtemaﬁonaltechnical

" ditector hé made it big on the world stage

when he coached the Anstrian and the
Gcnnansklteams Now he owns and runs the
e Forest Lodge.
tf:erewhe:nthﬁAust:nansa::ezin

ec:]ﬁzct tobeslamming homemade
peu'ol Ian chnapps Thank the hangover
lords for Maria at Cafe Primo. This eclectic bric-
a-brac store-come-cafe is filled with
homemade treats to make Martha Stewart
salivate. The entire Burton snowboard team set

- -up camp here last season, fuelling themselves

- before taking
their new season’s brochure in the majestic
Arrowsmith Ranges

to the skies in a chopper to shoot

'Ihat’sthebeantyofMetlmx, it’s
yetfilled with international types-
thatleadt!mrﬁeldsmthesmw
T¢salsoliome to the best heli ski terrain New
Zealand has to offer. Folks from around the
world travel to hang with one of the world's

original heli ski company’s - Canadian

Mountain Holidays - most senior heli guides.

Kevin Brokhoelt has set up an impressive
operation with Methven Heli Skiing inthese
equally impressive hills.

They call a spade a spade in this town. The
Blue Pub is blue and the Brown Pub is brown.
Beware of Steel Worx where the local
mountain staff hang out for cheap curries and
a cocktail menu that features 100 shooters and
the famed Methven Mother. No one knows
what’s in this cockmll They justknow they

won't be walking home.

-amused onthe

Where to ski Mount Hutt, www.mthutt.co.nz.
When to go Mount Hutt Spring Festival
September 27 to October 12.

Where to stay Terrace Downs - 18 holes of
and fine dinirig; wwwterracedownsconz.
Time - perfect for groups and families;
wwwiskitime.conz. Forest Lodge - - Austrian

hospitality; wwwforestlodge.conz.
Queenstown
*This is the grand daddy of Australasian ski

towns. Sitting on the shores of Lake Wakatipu
this 15,000-strong resort town has its own
international airportand hostsmore than
1.4million visitors a year.

With 120 licensed establishments in otie
square kilometre of back lanes and paved
alleyways there is plenty of apres action from
the hole-in-the-wall Mini Bar to Barmuda
lounge and fireside Eichardt’s House Bar.
Vikiciut s aud seriouly sood gri he

u views and seriously g
Buntker’s intimate restaurant for llilg;)‘sJ
sittings a the Cowis a pizza institution
and Wai is the fine dining quiet achiever on the
shoore with the best service in town.

Burnt-out ski thighs liead to Amisfield
Winery’s award-winning restaurant where
pmnmrugswmhpmmbomskeepﬂxehds
and arents munchona
simple menufilled with

Kocals swear by Joe’s Ga:rage Halo Cafe and
Viidu for coffee while Fergburger draws in the
2am erowd looking for sustenance to soak up
the booze. Culture vultures head to nearby
Arrowtown’s galleries and royal furniture
designer Ed Cruikshank’s contemporary
studio followed by a flick at Dorothy Browns
arthouse cinema.

Then there’s the . Coronet Peak is
25minutes up the hill, e Remarkables an
houtand Cardrona is midway to Wanaka. If
you have the eash you can take to the skies with
Southern Lakes Heli Ski from NZ$675 ($550)
for atwo-run taster.

That done, there’s still time for a quick
bungee jump off the original Kawarau Bridge
before a direct flight back home.

Where to ski The Remarkables,

wwwitheremarkables.co.nz. Coronet Peak;
www.coronetpeak.co.nz.

When to go American Express Queenstown
Winterfestival, June 27 to July 6;
wwwwinterfestival.conz.

Where to stay The Spire Hotel;
wwwithespirehotelscom.

The Dalrypnvate lmtel, wwwaﬂmdmrmnz

Wanaka
Wanakalsthelundofxﬂaoemwludmm
M%amnmnghlesideg;mmﬂm
foothills of the Aspiring Ranges, this year-
round resort town services the ski-fields of
Treble Cone, Cardrona and Snow Park,

Expect luxury lodges on the lake shore: such
as the Myer family’s Whare Kea complete with
private heli pad. This stylish town serves up .
cocktails and gourmet cuisine in Post Office”
Lane, aside filled with a handful of bar¢

including the swanky Bar Luga and restaurant
of the moment the Botswana Butchery.

The Speight’s:Ale House does a roaring trade
and the Bullock Baris known for its unique take
onindoor cuﬂmgmolving garden plastic,
washing-up liquid and frozen discs of ice.

Like most smalltowns it’s the people that
make the difference, ﬁcti:’n tltxl:e Ausnahm}
turned-Kiwi Leigh Sto manager o :
Edgewater Resort who skis withssilly hats on his
noggin, to Shaker atRacers Edge, a ski retailm‘
who goes by only one name. .

Wanaka is filled with folks who came fora
week, stayed for the season and then set up
camp for life.

Where to ski Treble Cone;
wwwitreblecone.co.nz. Snow Park;
wwwi.snowparknz.com. Cardrona;
www.cardrona.com.

When to go The NZ Mountain Film Festival,
July 4 to 8. wwwioffpiste.conz/festival. html.
Where to stay Bluewater Lodge — designer
home comfort; wwwbluewaterwanaka.co.nz.
Lime Tree Lodge — a gourmet experience;
www.limetreelodge.co.nz. Edgewater Resort —
families, groups and couples;

wwwedgewater.conz.
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